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were semi-denationalized, and even their patriotic enthusiasm and
their agronomic experiments remained alien to their native coun-
try, to the welfare of which they were ready to devote their lives.
All that has been said above renders it easier to understand why
the life of the nobility was the first subject to be described in Rus-
sian realistic literature, and why the aristocratic writers, while re-
pudiating their social milieu, nevertheless continued to write for it,
The first attempts to portray the life of the whole contemporary
Russia, which the aristocratic authors heretofore had used only as a
background for depicting the nobility, created a great impression.
Gogol (1809-52), a writer who had neither aristocratic schooling
nor refinement, made this attempt in his masterpiece, Dead Souls
(1842). He became the victim of conflicting opinions on this work.
The Slavophils pronounced it the "apotheosis of Russia," their
opponents called it "Russia's anathema,'* while Herzen,15 in trying
to learn the author's conception, wrote in his diary:
It is ridiculous to see in it the apotheosis, and to call it anathema is
unfair. In this work there are words of reconciliation presaging hope
for the future abundant and triumphant, but this does not obviate
the reflection of the present in all its hideous reality.
Gogol himself, not interested in abstract debates on social ideals,
watched with amazement and inner dread the impression pro-
duced by his work, and so unlike his own conception. He at-
tempted to correct the "hideous reality" of the first part of his
narrative by introducing "positive" types into the second part, but
he did not succeed in making them convincing. Feeling depressed
by his failure, Gogol abandoned all his friends, tried to forsake
Russia, but could not escape from himself, and because of this
inner conflict he paid the penalty of a tragic death. It was against
his will that he was described in the history of Russian literature
as the founder of the "natural school," which during this same
period produced such artistic realists as Grigorovich (1822-99),
Goncharov (1812-91), Turgenev, and the early Dostoevsky.
We now approach the crisis heralded by this literary progress.
15 A. Herzen (1812-70), one of the earlier Russian socialists, a brilliant writer
most of whose works were published in, Western Europe, where he lived as a